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5 STEPS TO AWELL-ADJUSTED NEW PUPPY!

Please contact Jonesboro Family Pet Hospital or your veterinarian for further information on 5 Steps to aWell-Adjusted New Puppy!

870-932-7228

Dr. Gary Strickland

Mon & Fri • 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
Wed • 7:00 am - 5:00 pm

Tues & Thurs • 7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat • 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Did you know that puppies learn
and develop a big part of their adult
personality by 16 weeks of age? It’s
true, and if youwantahappydogthat
takes life in a joyous stride, the clock
is ticking. The positive (or negative)

associations that young dogs develop during this critical stage of
braindevelopmentcan lasta lifetime ... forbetterorworse.So let’s
make it better!
1.Handleyourpuppy—literally
Make a point to touch your puppy all over. Don’t ever be forceful
or push to the point of struggle. Just touch and hold gently and
reward his acceptance with a special treat. Remember, over time,
you’ll need to be able to trim toe nails, clean ears andbrush teeth.
If yournewpuppyactuallyenjoys these rituals, life isbetter for you
both.
2. Socializewithyourpuppy
Let your puppy meet people of all shapes, sizes and man-
nerisms to learn there’s nothing to fear from people of all kinds.
Introduce children, men and women, and even people with hats
or costumes—Halloween comes aroundonce a year. Don’t forget
the treats tomake “scary” fun!

3. Crate trainyourpuppy
If your dog is ever going to need to be boarded or hospitalized—
now’s the time to teachhimabout them.Thebestway forapuppy
to travel is in an appropriate sized crate, or kennel, in the car. That
way they stay safe and you aren’t distracted while you drive.
Teach them to sleep in their own bed, a crate. If there is every an
emergency in themiddleof thenight, you’ll knowEXACTLYwhere
your pet is.
4.Makenoisewithyourpuppy
Expose your pup to loudnoises andnovel objects, like the vacuum
cleaner, the doorbell and even suddenly rattling a canwith coins.
Show that these things aren’t harmful and reward her only when
she’s calm. Startling at a loud noise is typical, but your puppy can
learn there’s nothing to fear and recover quickly from a startle.
Noise phobias are real, and you can do your part to prevent them.

5.Adventurewithyourpuppy
You and your pupwill experience all life has to offer together, but
the experiences won’t be as fun if your puppy is afraid or difficult
to handle. Take your puppy everywhere you can for exposure to
new places. Visit your veterinarian on a day just for a visit—and
some friendly treats. Take the puppy on errands to see lots of new
sights and smell new smells.Make all the places that you go extra
specialwithgreat treats or repeat the visits until they’re sonormal
that your pup is boredwith them.
Science shows that it’s easier for brains to remember bad
experiences than good ones, so make sure your foundation for
your puppy’s brain isfilledwith terrific associations. You can avoid
bigproblems in the futureand, let’s face it, handlingandspending
timewith your puppy is a ton of fun!o se p ob as a e ea , a d you ca do you pa t to p e e t t e . timewith your puppy is a ton of fun!


